President's Corner

The month of April was cold wet and
not pleasant at all. I did not fish at all
in fact did very little of anything but be
lazy. When the weather did break at
the end of the month | started a land-
scaping project. That probably caused
me to miss the bluegill spawn. I fertil-
ized my yard, which made the grass
grow like crazy. My lawn tractor then
died, causing me to buy a new lawn
tractor. | then fertilized my yard again
because; well I had a new lawn tractor
and wanted to mow the new off of it.
With all the yard work out of the way it
is time to start fishing and shooting
archery. My yard will look like hell
come the end of summer but that is
what my neighbors have come to ex-
pect, they should not have moved next
door to someone who is a sportsman.

I have been able to fish several
times over the last couple of weeks. |
caught several nice bluegills at the
sportsman club in Holt that I belong
to out of my kick boat. This last Friday
evening | fished at Tetter's till dark
with Lowell and Tom Summers. It
started a little slow but picked about an
hour before dark. Tom said he had
been up the week before and had
caught a lot of bream. | reminded Tom
that he had been in Missouri long
enough to be calling them bluegill.
There was a hand motion from Tom
that was to dark to see, but I think it
meant ok.

Craig Swank, March 2009, Little

9\ Red River 23 inch Brown Trout

On Sunday evening | loaded my kick

boat and went to Tobacco Hill. It was a

nice evening warms not too much wind
and | caught fish. I started with a char-

treuse wooly with black legs and caught

fish steady enough that I never even
considered changing flies. | fished for

two hours on about a two hundred yard

stretch of bank. | hope every one has
had a chance to get out and fish.
I would also like to offer Lowell and

Craig Swank and their Family our deep-

est sympathy for the death of his father
Lowell V. Swank on May16,2009.
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June meeting 1S a
casting clinic taught by
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Bring your favorite rod
and reel.
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My weekend was spent preparing for and participating in graduation exercises. Having done this many, many times, | must admit
that I came into this one a little....shall we say, jaded!? | was wholly unprepared for the eloquence of the speakers, and the sheer
talent of the young people on display for the better of two and a half hours on Saturday. | have to tell you; I kept hearing the words
of one of my mentors, Jim Rohn, in my head saying “Let the moment affect you...if it’s sad, let it make you sad, if it's happy, let it
make you happy. Just BE there!” and though I spent much of the time chasing my 20 month old grandson around the arena, my
ears were firmly fixed on the proceedings at hand, and | WAS affected.

I was reminded how fleeting life is, and how quickly the dreams and idealism of youth succumb to the harshness and cynicism of
reality. How quickly “I can be the president if I apply myself” is supplanted with “I just hope | have enough money for rent this
month”. We cede our dreams, and even forget what they were in many cases, a little bit every day.

Why? That was the question | asked myself, and the question that was answered by the history teacher at this particular

school. Before I tell you his answer, let me tell you what little I know about him. This man has obviously touched (really touched)
the lives of most, if not all, of the students. | say that because he received thunderous applause as he took to the podium, and a
standing ovation that begged for an encore as he left the podium. Those two things told me all I needed to know about him. Earn-
ing the respect of teenagers is no easy task. It requires that you demand it frorm them, and that you also give it fothem. Even when
you look at them and wonder what color the sky is in their world.

His answer to the question “why” was so simple, and obvious, which must be why it is also so elusive. We are constantly comparing
ourselves and our progress to the WRONG things. Primarily we compare ourselves to other people’s expectations, and/or someone
else’s individual accomplishments. What we should be comparing ourselves to is, ourselves. The self we dream of, the self we imag-
ine we could be, the self we thought of as we sat in our own commencement ceremonies all those years ago, the self we want to see
when we look in the mirror, and the 18 year old self who looks out through eyes that are much older, but still lives within us.

The speaker said to the students; “I asked myself who am | to come before you and talk to you about the journey you are about to
begin? My answer is, | am 3 things. | am your teacher, your coach, and your friend. But the larger question is, who are YOU?” He
urged the students to not lose sight of, or compromise, themselves, their dreams, their goals, and their values. (Sound familiar? It
should.)

As he spoke to the students, | thought of all of you, our valued friends and clients who have already retired or are rapidly approach-
ing it. That is your next journey. Itis, if you will, your graduation from working. It’s your time to do all the things you've dreamed
about over the last 40 years. It is a time when it’s easy to settle for less, and to accept someone else’s ideas about what your life
should be like going forward.

As you enter this next journey in your life, | want to encourage all of you to remember to compare you with you. To live your lives on
purpose. To never compromise who you are or what you believe in. To never “flinch” in the face of

To never compromise who you are or what you believe in. To never “flinch” in the face of opposition. To always be true to that 18
year old who lives inside you.

I want you to remember that this time in your lives is all about what’s important to you. Do not take this lightly. It’s your life we are
talking about. Ask yourself: What is it that you believe in, that you care about, that you want to do? Who is it that you want to
spend your time and money on while you are here? Who do you want to inherit your money when you are gone? What are the chari-
table causes that you want to support? (Hopefully not failures to launch) What places do you want to see? What do you want peo-
ple to say about you when you’ve gone?

There is no finer group of people than you, our friends and clients, and we are blessed to have all of you in our lives. As you navigate
through this most rewarding of life’s journeys, | wish for you all the absolute best of everything that life has to offer. Always remem-
ber to compare you with you. You can listen to the advice of others, but it's always worth what you pay for it.

Be true to yourself because, at the end of the day, you are who you have to answer to. **Written By Shane Barber

Barber Financial Group
13550 West 95th Street
Lenexa, KS 66215
913-393-1000
888-848-8003



The Drift, page 3

Fins and Feathers of Bozeman
Exceptional Guided Fly-Fishing
Adventures across Southwest
Montana
Gallatin—Madison—Yellowstone—Missouri—Private Spring Creeks

www.finsandfeathersonline.com Phone: 1-877-790-5303
Toby Swank

VS

Outdoor
Adventures

Wilkinson Outdoor Adventures is a full service

fly fishing outfitter, providing lodging on the
White River, a full service fly shop, and guided
fly fishing for groups or individuals. The area
waters offer four species of trout. Also, fly fish-
ing and spin fishing trips are available for small
mouth Bass.

Contact.
Clint Wilkinson, phone: 870-404-2942,
email: cgflyfish@excite.com
website: www.whiteriver-flyfishing.com

We Ship FREE ¥

* om orders over $30.00

The Finest in
Flyfishing Equipment
Over 500 Rods, 500 Reels,
500 Flylines,

2400 Leaders & Tippets,
700 Hackle Pelts,

& much more
We are a brick and mortar store in
business since 1988, providing sales,
advice, and total customer service.
Call us Toll Free:
1-800-795-8118
Order our 68 page catalog
Visit our web site:
www.kkflyfisher.com

3

®
kkflyfisher.com
8643 Grant Ave, Overiand Park, KS
Fax: 1-913-341-1252
E mail: sales@kkflyfisher.com

Rainbow Fly Shop

“Supplying All Your Fishing
Needs”

4621 S. Shrank Drive
Independence, MO
816-373-2283
Tues-Friday 9-7
Saturday 9-5

Complete Selection of Rods, Reels, Lines
& Accessories
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FEDERATION OF FLY FISHERS 7/ SOUTHERN COUNCIL

March 23, 2009

To All Regional Directors:

The National office of the Federa-
tion of Fly Fishers are asking for
some small help from each of the
Councils. They are putting on a Fund
Raiser during a silent Auction
called..... “The Flies of the FFF
Councils”. This will be held at the
National Office of the Federation of
Fly Fishers in Loveland, Colorado.

Mr. Larry Gibbs, FFF Conclave
Auction/ Raffle Coordinator has
asked for the assistance. They know
the value of the individual club mem-
bers flies and want to use our talent to
assist in their program.

The flies may be for Trout, Bass,
Tarpon, Marlin, Blue Gill, Bream,
Sea Bass, and many others we tie in
our Regions.

Each of the Councils is asked for
their participation and we need to ask
our clubs within each of the Regions
to step up to the plate and meet the
challenge!

Please contact each of the clubs in
your Region and ask for their assis-
tance from their Fly Tiers. All Flies
should be mailed to the Council Of-
fice in Mountain Home, Arkansas
and Chris and Carol Jackson

{Co-Managing Directors} will

prepare a package to be sent to the

National Office.

Thank you for all your help and
assistance to both the Clubs in our
own Regions as well as helping the
National Foundation.
Respectfully yours,
Howard

‘Wm. Howard Malpass
Vice President of Development
Southern Council / Federation of Fly Fishers

Previously I had asked if you could
provide any volunteers for the
following Boy Scout event at
Clinton, MO which is within our Re-
gion, again | ask you to canvas your
members and see if anyone would be
willing to come and help out. Their
help would only be needed on
Saturday April 18th:

Where: Clinton, Mo - MDC area

When: April 17, 18, 19, 2009
Rain or shine - Be prepared

Who: All Scouts & 2nd year
Webelos

Why: Great fun & work on several

merit badge requirements.

Pre-registration required.

All events, except Sunday Worship

service, to take place on Saturday

Fishing:  Saturday April 18th only

starts at 9:30

Casting Seminar

Fly Tying Seminar

Fishing Derby Prizes

Fish Cooking Station

Shooting/Hunting :

Gun Safety Station

Air rifle shooting Prizes

Archery Prizes

Dog Training Seminar/ demo

Dog care demo
Inter-troop Games Competition:

Obstacle course Trophy
Fire building Trophy

Dodge ball tournament Trophy
District Campfire

LIPCOMING EVENTS

April 13 Flyclub meeting

May 11 Flyclub meeting

June 8 Next news letter

FFF Southern Council
BASS TOURNAMENT

We are exploring having a Bass
Tournament in the Southern Council and
I want your feedback on the idea.

Unlike Pro Level Tournaments the
purpose of this one is not to raise money
but to bring clubs together in a spirit of
sportsmanship and plain old fun. The
suggestion is to have clubs hold their own
tournaments where the winners would be
big bass and most bass and one winner
and runner-up in each category or four
anglers from each club to then come to a
Regional Tournament and then four an-
glers from each Region to go to a Council-
Wide Tournament. The winners would be
honored at the Southern Council Con-
clave in October. There might be small
merchandise awards at the different levels
but we want to keep this very modest,
avoiding money becoming an issue.

The suggestion (mine) is that we hold
the tournaments on small waters like
ponds and strip pits, keeping away from
large reservoirs so that those who use
float tubes and kick boats have an equal
chance. Large reservoirs would favor
those who have high-powered boats,
which not many fly fishers have.

One idea for a Missouri-Valley
Regional Tournament would be the
"mined lands wildlife area™ just North of
Pittsburg, KS but that is quite a distance
for Cornhusker members so | am very
open to suggestions.
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o
April 18th - Tri-Lakes Fly Fishing Expo.

The Tri-Lakes Fly Fishers of Bolivar, Missouri, will host their 10" an-
nual Expo, which has evolved into the state’s largest fly fishing show. The event
will be held on Saturday, April 18" from 9 am to 5 pm at the Assembly of God
Church activity building located 14 miles north of Springfield on the northbound
lane of Highway 13. Breakfast and lunch will be available and there will be in-
formative seminars and programs throughout the day, including “White Bass Fly
Fishing™ by Michael Kyle, the line class world record holder, *Smallmouth’s” by
Oklahoma guide Larry Clark, “Belize on a Budget™ by Don Greife and Lou Run-
nals, and “Trout Tactics” by Arkansas guide Ken Richards. In addition, there
will be an outdoor casting pool featuring demonstrations and instruction from
Misako Ishimura, Captain of the Japanese National Fly Fishing Team, Gene Hol-
land, FFF Certified Casting Instructor, and spey casting by Marc Pinsel of Lou-
isiana’s Red Stick Fly Fishers. Thirty-five of the world’s best fly tiers demon-
strating their skills and techniques will be featured all day. Vendors with fly
fishing equipment and art, guides, and outfitters, door prizes, raffles, silent auc-
tions, and a live auction will round out the event. This is the club’s only fund
raiser for their education and community projects that include fly fishing and fly
tying for Bolivar High School’s Outdoor Education class, community outdoor
education classes, and Project Healing Waters for wounded and disabled veterans
from Fort Leonard Wood.

Come join the fun!
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